der Geburt. Grundzuege einer Physik der Geburt," several alleged phenomena in the mechanism of labour are for the first time described. Of these, the synclitic movement of the foetal head in its course through the true pelvis appears to me to be one of the most important. It is alleged to be followed by a quite opposite kind of movement of the head as it begins to distend the perineum, called the enclitic movement. It is my object at present to investigate this so-called synclitic movement, that it may be confirmed and accepted, if found to be true; and that it may be rejected, if found to be false, and the older views confirmed, elucidated, and explained. All this is particularly necessary, because the character of the progress of the foetal head in the true pelvis, whether synclitic or oblique, has never attracted the attention which it deserves. In the sequel, indeed, I hope to satisfy the student that Kueneke himself, while fully alive to the importance of the subject, has omitted to bring to bear upon its discussion one of the chief agencies influencing it, and some collateral results throwing light upon it.
In order to explain, first of all, what is meant by the synclitic movement of the foetal head in its progress through the pelvic cavity, I go back to refer to some points in its progress through the first part of the same bony canal. It is well known1 that Naegele described the foetal head as entering the would place the posterior wall of the lower pelvis. In a natural labour the head is subjected to no kind of powerful pressure from the promontory. It is first subjected to such influences when it has passed through the upper half of the true pelvis.
Dohrn's description involves two shears, one vertical, the other lateral, which may be regarded as components of one shear.
The vertical implies the flattening of the posterior parietal bone and the bulging of the anterior. It is the result of the resistance offered by the posterior wall of the pelvis, which, as we have before seen, prevents the synclitic movement. The adjacent parietal is flattened, and the anterior parietal, bearing the mass of the caput succedaneum, is more than naturally bulged outwards.
The lateral shear, to which alone Dohrn attaches the name (ver-schiebung) is merely tliat component of the whole shear which depends upon the Solayres obliquity of the head, and the rotation effected while the shear is in course of production.
Both shears at once disprove the existence of the synclitic movement, and help to explain why it does not take place.
